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IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS 
 Economic Survey (noun) – Economic Survey, presented in the Parliament ahead of the Union Budget, is the Ministry of Finance’s flagship document. The Economic Survey detailed information about the Indian economy over the past year. The Economic Survey also offers glimpses into the current state of the economy, and occasional insights into the economic outlook. Although the Constitution does not bind (impose a legal obligation on) the government to present the Economic Survey, over the years, it has become common practice for every government to present the Economic Survey before the Union Budget. 
 retail or consumer price index (CPI) inflation (noun) – it is a measure of the total inflation within an economy, including commodities such as food and energy prices. The CPI monitors retail prices at a certain level for a particular commodity. The change in the price index over a period of time is referred to as CPI-based inflation, or retail inflation. 
 core inflation (noun) – it is a measure of the total inflation within an economy, excluding commodities such as food and energy prices (which change frequently). 
 ‘V’ shaped economic recovery (noun) – the situation in which the economy quickly recoups lost ground and gets back to the normal growth trend-line. A sharp fall in economic activity followed by a dramatic rise. 
 fiscal stimulus (noun) – an attempt by a government by measures normally involving increased public spending and lower taxation, aimed at giving a positive jolt to economic activity. 
 trust deficit (noun) – lack of trust (on authorities-from societal point of view). Situations with low levels of trust are not supportive and often counterproductive. People feel vulnerable and look at each other with suspicion. As a result, they are less open, since they fear that they will not be fairly treated by the other side. 
 stimulus/relief package (noun) – an attempt by the government to boost economic growth and save their country from a financial crisis by involving tax cuts, lowering interest rates and increasing government spending. 
 the Insurance Act, 1938 (noun) – a law originally passed in 1938 in British India to regulate the insurance sector. It provides the broad legal framework within which the industry operates. 
 inequality (noun) – Inequality is simply defined as “the state of not being equal, especially in status, rights and opportunities; imbalance, unevenness, disproportion, disparity. 
 National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) (noun) – a group of social and economic infrastructure projects in India over a period of five years with an initial sanctioned amount of 102 lakh crore. The pipeline was first made public by the Prime Minister of India during his 2019 Independence Day speech. 
 Finance Commission, India (noun) – A finance commission is set up every five years by the President of India under Article 280 of the Constitution. Its main function is to recommend how the Union government should share taxes levied by it with the states. 
 PM Atma Nirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana scheme (noun) – a new centrally sponsored scheme to develop primary, secondary, and tertiary care capacities in health care systems over the next six years, at an estimated cost of 64,180 crore. 
 Initial Public Offering (IPO) (noun) – Initial public offering (IPO) or stock market launch is a type of public offering in which shares of a company are sold to institutional investors and usually also retail (individual) investors. In layman’s terms, IPO means the sale of stock by a company to the public. 
 foreign direct investment (FDI) (noun) – Investment from one country into another (normally by companies rather than governments) that involves establishing operations or acquiring tangible assets, including stakes in other businesses. 
 sour/bad loans (noun) – non-performing assets (NPAs), stressed assets/loans; an account where principal and/or interest remains overdue for a period of time. 
 private capital (noun) – money provided to a business as a loan or equity investment that does not come from an institutional source, such as a bank or government entity, or from the public through selling stock on a stock exchange. The money comes from private individuals or a group of individuals who make investments that are not regulated by the government or the rules of a public exchange. 
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 Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC) (noun) – a specialized financial institution that buys the NPAs or bad assets from banks and financial institutions so that the latter can clean up their balance sheets. 
 Asset Management Company (AMC) (noun) – a firm that invests a pooled fund of capital on behalf of its clients. The capital is used to fund different investments in various asset classes. Asset management companies are commonly referred to as money managers or money management firms as well. 
 subsidy (noun) – also called as subvention; a financial contribution granted to help an industry or business, mostly given by a government, in order to keep the price of service/goods at a low level. 
 Jal Jeevan Mission (noun) – it is envisioned to provide safe and adequate drinking water through individual household tap connections by 2024 to all households in rural India. 
 cess (noun) – a form of tax charged/levied over and above the base tax liability of a taxpayer. A cess is usually imposed additionally when the state or the central government looks to raise funds for specific purposes. 
 Central Road and Infrastructure Fund (CRIF) (noun) – An Act to give statutory status to the existing Central Road Fund governed by the Resolution of Parliament passed in 1988, for development and maintenance of national highways and improvement of safety at railway crossings, and for these purposes to levy and collect by way of cess, a duty of excise and duty of customs on motor spirit commonly known as petrol, high speed diesel oil and for other matters connected therewith. 
 Economic Corridor (noun) – Economic corridors connect economic agents along a defined geography and region. They are integrated networks of infrastructure within a geographical area designed to stimulate economic development. They may be developed within a country or between countries. 
 macroeconomic stability (noun) – it describes a national economy that has minimized vulnerability to external shocks, which in turn increases its prospects for sustained growth. ‘Macroeconomic stability’ means that government budgets need to be broadly in balance so that borrowings to finance the deficit are kept to the minimum. 
 Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act (2003) (noun) – Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act enacted in 2003 by the parliament, establishes financial discipline to reduce fiscal deficit. The FRBM Act aims to introduce transparency in India’s fiscal management systems. The Act’s long-term objective is for India to achieve fiscal stability and to give the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) flexibility to deal with inflation in India. The FRBM Act was enacted to introduce more equitable distribution of India’s debt over the years. 
 austerity (noun) – It is an economic policy that aims to reduce government budget deficits through reductions in government spending, increases in tax revenues, or both (in the wake of the financial crisis). It simply means “cost-cutting” or “deficit-cutting” by a government. 
 Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement (noun) – The Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement outlines the strategic priorities of the government in the fiscal area for the ensuing financial year relating to taxation, expenditure, lending and investments, administered pricing, borrowings and guarantees. The statement explains how the current policies are in conformity with sound fiscal management principles and gives the rationale for any major deviation in key fiscal measures. 
 intertemporal budget constraint (noun) – In economics and finance, an intertemporal budget constraint is a constraint faced by a decision maker who is making choices for both the present and the future. The “intertemporal budget constraint” means that any debt outstanding today must be offset by future primary surpluses. 
 public debt/government debt (noun) – national debt and sovereign debt; it is the amount of money that a government owes to outside debtors/lenders (these can include individuals, businesses, and even other governments). 
 International Monetary Fund (IMF) (noun) – an international organization of 189 countries, headquartered in Washington, D.C., working to foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international trade, promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty around the world. 
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 debt sustainability (noun) – a country’s public debt is considered sustainable if the government is able to meet all its current and future payment obligations without exceptional financial assistance or going into default. 
 (credit) rating agency (CRA) (noun) – a credit rating agency is an entity which assesses the ability and willingness of the issuer company for timely payment of interest and principal on a debt instrument. 
 financial stability (noun) – financial stability is a condition where the financial system is able to withstand internal or external economic shocks and also able to smoothly conduct its core tasks. 
 Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (or) Self-reliant India Mission (noun) – the special economic package totaling Rs 20 lakh crore by the Indian government to tide over the Covid-19 crisis and it would focus on land, labour, liquidity and laws. It would benefit labourers, farmers, honest tax payers, MSMEs and cottage industry. This economic package would be around the 10 per cent of India’s GDP. 
 policy reform (noun) – a process in which changes are made to the formal “rules of the game” – including laws, regulations and institutions – to address a problem or achieve a goal such as economic growth, environmental protection or poverty alleviation. 
 multiplier effect (noun) – the proportional amount of increase in final income (particularly of the government) that results from an injection of spending; it occurs when an initial injection (investment/spending) into the economy causes a bigger final increase in national income. 
 green mobility (noun) – green mobility is sustainable transportation (e.g. walking/cycling) that allows the basic access needs of individuals and societies to be met safely and in a manner consistent with human and eco-system health, and with equity within and between generations. Green mobility is affordable, operating efficiently, offering choice of transport mode, and supporting a vibrant economy. 
 Public-private partnership (PPP) model (noun) – a cooperative arrangement between two or more public and private sectors, typically of a long-term nature. In other words, it involves government sector and private sector company that work together to complete a project and/or to provide services to the population. 
 NITI Aayog (noun) – The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‘Think Tank’ of the Government of India, providing both directional and policy inputs. (NITI Aayog replaced “The Planning Commission” – an institution in the Government of India established in 1950, which formulated India’s Five-Year Plans, among other functions to oversee the country’s economic and social development). (Think tank is a panel of experts who provide advice and ideas on political, social or economic issues). 
 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005 (noun) – an Indian labour law and social security measure that aims to guarantee the ‘right to work’. It aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by providing at least 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to every household whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled manual work. 
 Agricultural Produce Market Committees (APMC) (noun) – a marketing board established by a state government in India to ensure farmers are safeguarded from exploitation by large retailers, as well as ensuring the farm to retail price spread does not reach excessively high levels. 
 Farm Acts, 2000 (noun) – Farm Acts, 2000 refer to three agricultural bills passed by Indian Parliament in September 2020. The three acts are “The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) allows farmers to sell their harvest outside the notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) mandis without paying any State taxes or fees”, “the Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, 2020 facilitates contract farming and direct marketing”, and “the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 deregulates the production, storage, movement and sale of several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, edible oils and onion, except in the case of extraordinary circumstances”. 
 Minimum Support Price (MSP) (noun) – it is a form of market intervention by the Government of India to give guaranteed price and assured market to the farmers and protect them from the price fluctuations and market imperfections. The guaranteed price and assured market are expected to encourage higher investment and in adoption of modern farming practices. 
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 Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) (noun) – it allows farmers to sell their harvest outside the notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) mandis without paying any State taxes or fees. 
 Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act (noun) – it facilitates contract farming and direct marketing. 
 the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 (noun) – it deregulates the production, storage, movement and sale of several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, edible oils and onion, except in the case of extraordinary circumstances. 
 snap election/poll (noun) – an unexpected & sudden (early) election/poll in a parliamentary system that is called before the due date by the ruling party for some political purpose. 
 abeyance (noun) – a state of being inactive/suspended/inoperative temporarily; a state of dormancy; temporary halt/postponement. (It is mostly used in the phrase “in abeyance” with the word “in”). 
 Parliamentary Standing Committee/Parliamentary panel (noun) – it is a committee (consisting of Members of Parliament) constituted usually on an annual basis to enable detailed consideration/discussion on all bills (all proposed laws). 
 stewardship (noun) – it is a set of principles that forms the responsible planning and management of resources. Stewardship can be applied to the environment and nature, health, technology, economics and etc. 
 social sector (noun) – This comprises education and health sectors of the economy. The main aim of the social sector is to achieve social development. Social development refers to providing basic needs to the people. 
 statement of intent (noun) – a formal statement that the author has a serious intention of doing something under specified conditions, and at a specified time. It is also called a letter of intent or a memo of agreement. 
 National League for Democracy (NLD) (noun) – a political party in Myanmar, currently serving as the governing party. Founded on 27 September 1988, it has become one of the most influential parties in Myanmar’s pro-democracy movement. 
 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to force a country to obey international laws by limiting or stopping trade with that country, by not allowing economic aid for that country, etc. 
 rule of law (phrase) – it is described as “a principle of governance in which all persons, institutions and entities, public and private, including the State itself, are accountable to laws that are publicly promulgated, equally enforced and independently adjudicated, and which are consistent with international human rights norms and standards. 
 Washington Consensus (noun) – Washington Consensus advocates free trade, floating exchange rates, free markets and macroeconomic stability. Washington Consensus refers to a set of free-market economic policies supported by prominent (Washington, D.C.-based) financial institutions such as the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the U.S. Treasury. A British economist named John Williamson coined the term Washington Consensus in 1989. 
 identity politics (plural noun) – it is also called as identitarian politics, refers to political positions based on the interests and perspectives of social groups with which people identify. Identity politics is when people of a particular race, ethnicity, gender, or religion form alliances and organize politically to defend their group’s interests. 
 Inside the Beltway (phrase) – used to describe matters that are important mainly to officials of the U.S. federal government, to its contractors and lobbyists, and to the corporate media who cover them (as opposed to the interests and priorities of the general U.S. population). 
 Kremlin (noun) – The name “Kremlin” means “fortress inside a city”, and is often also used metonymically to refer to the official residence of the President of the Russian Federation in a similar sense to how “White House” refers to the Executive Office of the President of the United States; Kremlin is a fortified complex in the center of Moscow city. (Metonym is used as an alternative for something else with which it is closely related/associated). 
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 bio-secure bubble (noun) – it is defined as an environment/location sealed off from the outside world. In tennis/cricket, this would mean players, umpires and support staff being housed at the venue itself. 
 EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI) (noun) – With the EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI), the EU seeks to create new investment opportunities for European companies by opening China’s market and eliminating discriminatory laws and practices that prevent them from competing in the Chinese market on an equal basis with Chinese companies and companies from other third countries. 
 World Economic Forum (WEF) (noun) – an independent international organization committed to improving the state of the world by engaging business, political, academic and other leaders of society to shape global, regional and industry agendas. Incorporated as a not-for-profit foundation in 1971, and headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, the Forum is tied to no political, partisan or national interests. 
 the Cold War (noun) – The Cold War was a state of political and military tension after World War II between powers in the Western Bloc (the United States and a group of countries) and powers in the Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and a group of countries). 
 Abraham accord (noun) – it is a tready of peace, diplomatic relations and full normalization between the United Arab Emirates and the State of Isreal. It is signed in the White House on Tuesday (15th Sep, 2020) by the UAE, Bahrain and Israel, under U.S. President Donald Trump’s mediation. 
 The Indo-Pacific region (noun) – the Indo-Pacific region refers to the confluence (convergence) of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, which interconnect in Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore and more). 
 Iran nuclear deal (or) Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) (noun) – JCPOA, known commonly as the Iran nuclear deal or Iran deal, is an agreement on the Iranian nuclear program reached in Vienna on 14 July 2015, between Iran and the P5+1 (China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States) together with the European Union. 
 The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) (noun) – The Ministry of External Affairs (abbreviated as MEA) of India, also known as the Foreign Ministry, is the government agency responsible for the conduct of foreign relations of India. 
  (fourth branch) institution (noun) – the independent institutions, which are tasked with the protection of key constitutional values such as democracy, legality, impartiality, probity, human rights and price stability, are characterized as the fourth branch of the state, because of their distinctiveness from the three “branches”- the executive, legislature and judiciary. (In the Indian context, institutions of the fourth branch include the Election Commission, Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General, Central Bureau of Investigation, Reserve Bank, National Statistics Commission, National Human Rights Commission, Public Service Commission, University Grants Commission, Finance Commission, Niti Aayog and many others). 
 terminal (noun) – a specific part of a port dedicated to a particular activity. For example, on a port, there can be different terminals for oil and gas, crude oil, building materials, automobiles, and so on. A port is a central station that houses all of the terminals. 
 The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD)/The Quad (noun) – an informal strategic forum between the United States, Japan, Australia and India that aims to strengthen the defence and security cooperation amongst these four countries. It was initially proposed by former Japan PM Abe in order to check China’s growing influence and assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific region. 
 currency swap (noun) – a currency swap contract (also known as a cross-currency swap contract) is a derivative contract between two parties that involves the exchange of interest payments, as well as the exchange of principal amounts in certain cases, that are denominated in different currencies. 
 Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) (noun) – The Belt and Road Initiative, formerly known as One Belt One Road or OBOR for short, is a global infrastructure development strategy adopted by the Chinese government in 2013 to invest in nearly 71 countries and international organizations. It is also referred to as “21st century silk road”. From South-east Asia to Eastern Europe and Africa, Belt and Road includes 71 countries that account for half the world’s population and a quarter of global GDP. 
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 East Container Terminal (ECT) (noun) – Sri Lanka, Japan and India (in May 2019) signed an agreement to jointly develop the East Container Terminal at the Colombo Port. 
 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) (noun) – the apex body in India for the formulation, coordination and promotion of biomedical research, is one of the oldest medical research bodies in the world. As early as in 1911, the Government of India set up the Indian Research Fund Association (IRFA) with the specific objective of sponsoring and coordinating medical research in the country. It was redesignated in 1949 as the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). The ICMR is funded by the Government of India through the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. 
 serology (noun) – a method of diagnostic examination of blood serum concerning immune system’s response to pathogens (pathogen is something, like bacteria/virus, that causes disease). (serum is an amber (yellowish-orange), watery fluid, rich in proteins, obtained from blood that has coagulated whereas plasma is a clear yellowish fluid part of the blood, contains blood clotting agents-Fibrinogen). 
 modelling (noun) – the modelling of infectious diseases is a tool that has been used to study the mechanisms by which diseases spread, to predict the future course of an outbreak and to evaluate strategies to control an epidemic. 
 coronavirus (CoV) (noun) – a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases. common signs of infection include respiratory symptoms, fever, cough, shortness of breath and breathing difficulties. In more severe cases, infection can cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and even death. 
 herd immunity (noun) – also known as “population immunity”; it refers to a means (ways) of protecting a whole community from disease by immunizing a critical mass of its populace (population). It is also defined as a form of indirect protection from infectious disease that occurs when a large percentage of a population are immune to an infection, thereby providing a measure of protection for individuals who are not immune. 
 social/physical distancing (noun) – a term means actively avoiding crowded public places, is a key element in decreasing the rapid spread of COVID-19. This is an effort intended to limit exposure by reducing face-to-face contact and preventing spread among people in community settings. 
 antibody (noun) – it is also called ‘immunoglobulin’; a protective protein produced mainly by plasma (blood) cells in the immune system in response to the presence of antigens (disease causing organisms (bacteria & viruses) and other harmful/toxic foreign substances like insect venom). 
 public health (noun) – the branch of medicine handling public health; public health is also the science of protecting and improving the health of people and their communities through education, policy making and research for disease and injury prevention.  
 flattening the curve (phrase) – In epidemiology, the idea of slowing a virus’ spread so that fewer people need to seek treatment at any given time is known as “flattening the curve”. 
 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol implemented by the authorities that prevents people from leaving from a place; An extended state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of a person by the authority. 
 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new disease; The illness spreads around the world and typically affects a large number of people across a wide area. 
 Information Technology Act (noun) – it is an Act of the Indian Parliament notified on 17 October 2000. It is the primary law in India dealing with cybercrime and electronic commerce. 
 Section 69A of IT Act, 2000 (noun) – Section 69A of the Information Technology Act, 2000, was introduced by an amendment to the Act in 2008. It gives the Central government the power to block public access to any information online — whether on websites or mobile apps. 
 public order (noun) – it is essentially the absence of disorder – the quiet and orderly behaviour of people in public space. It involves people behaving sensibly and rationally, and respecting others. 
 cognizable offence (noun) – an offence in which the police officer as per the first schedule or under any other law for the time being in force, can arrest the convict without a warrant and can start an investigation without the permission of the court. 
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 Article 19 of the Constitution of India (noun) – Article 19 of the Indian constitution mentions six freedoms that are available to the citizens of India: (a) Freedom of speech and expression (b) Freedom to assemble peacefully and without arms (c) Freedom to form Associations and Unions (d) Freedom to move freely throughout the territory of India (e) Freedom to reside and settle in any part of India (f) Freedom to practice any profession or to carry on any occupation, trade or business. 
 First Amendment (noun) – The first amendment of the Constitution (of India) in 1951 was to empower the state to undertake affirmative action for the advancement of any socially and economically backward classes or categories of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes by restricting the application of fundamental rights. 
 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) (noun) – an Indian law aimed at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India. Its main objective was to make powers available for dealing with activities directed against the integrity and sovereignty of India. 
 Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) (noun) – The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 seeks to grant citizenship to religious minorities of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Bangladesh, who had to flee their homeland facing persecution. The six minority groups that have been specifically identified are Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists, Christians, and Parsis. 
 Article 32 of the Constitution of India (noun) – Article 32 falls under Part III of the Constitution that includes the fundamental rights of individuals. It allows an individual to approach the Supreme Court if she or he believes that her or his fundamental rights have been violated or they need to be enforced. Article 32(1) Guarantee to remedy; Article 32(2) Power of supreme court to issue writs; Article 32(3) Power of parliament to confer the power to issue writs to other courts; Article32(4) Suspension of Fundamental Rights. 
 Non-cooperation movement, 1920 (noun) – The Non-cooperation movement was launched on 4th September, 1920 by Mahatma Gandhi with the aim of self-governance and obtaining full independence as the Indian National Congress (INC) withdrew its support for British reforms following the Rowlatt Act of 21 March 1919, and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre of 13 April 1919. 
 Nonviolent resistance/action (NVR) (noun) – the practice of achieving goals such as social change through symbolic protests, civil disobedience, economic or political noncooperation, satyagraha, or other methods, while being nonviolent.  IDIOMS & PHRASES 
 hang over – be imminent, threaten, approach, 

loom, draw near, be on the horizon, be just 
around the corner. 

 set (much) store by – value, have a high opinion 
of, attach great importance to. 

 behind closed doors – confidentially, covertly, 
privately, in private. 

 flex one’s muscles – to show off or demonstrate 
one’s strength/power. 

 throw of the dice – a risky try/attempt to 
do/achieve something. 

 hold (someone) in good stead – if something (like 
experience/ability/talent) holds someone in good 
stead that means it will be very useful to him/her 
in the future. 

 within striking distance – close enough to get/ 
reach/achieve something. 

 keep/hold/put something in abeyance – suspend, 
put off, discontinue, dissolve, terminate. 

 the ball is in your court – it is now your 
responsibility or your turn to take action; it is up to 
you to take action now. 

 the heart and soul – core; essence; central/ 
essential part. 

 round the corner – coming soon, coming up, 
approaching, forthcoming. 

 on someone’s mind – when someone says 
something is “on my mind” that he/she is thinking 
about it a lot. 

 plan of action – scheme, system, strategy. 
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 go a long way – achieve great success; to be 
helpful for a significant amount of time. 

 like there is no tomorrow – (do something) 
rapidly/quickly without waiting/caring for 
consequences. 

 toe the line – accept/agree to policies of 
someone/something, particularly under pressure. 

  (have) all to play for – (of a competition) the end 
result is not known, but still have the opportunity 
to win it. 

 run amuck – get out of control, go berserk, 
rampage. 

 at/in/to the forefront of – be in a leading/ 
front/important position in an important activity; 
spearhead, van guard, front line, leading position. 

 take credit for – to get praise/appreciation for 
something, even if it is not deserved. 

 be on the road to something – to be probably to 
achieve something. 

 fall by the wayside – fail to continue in an 
attempt/try. 

 there is no denying – it is undoubtedly true. 
 in the wake of – as a result of some event, 

especially an unpleasant one; in the aftermath of, 
as a consequence of, on account of, because of, 
owing to. 

 as yet – so far, thus far, yet, still, until now. 
 as to – concerning, respecting, with respect to, on 

the subject of, regarding. 
 in terms of – with regard to, regarding/ 

concerning, in connection with. 
 take into account – consider, take into 

consideration, have regard to, reckon with. 
 get back on track – to return to the right direction 

(after a problem). 
 make use of – utilize, avail oneself of, employ, 

work, operate, apply. 
 put something back – restore, return to its place. 
 on track – on course, on schedule, on target. 
 to one’s credit – used to mention that someone 

deserves praise/admiration. 
 on account of – because of, owing to, due to, by 

virtue of. 

 take a call – decide. 
 far from – not, not at all, nowhere near. 
 so as to do something – in order to do something. 
 throw open – make available, make accessible. 
 open the door – create opportunities, create 

chances. 
 on the block – for sale at auction. 
 relative to – in comparison with. 
 hit hard – be affected very badly. 
 as much as – almost, nearly the same as. 
 in progress – under way, going on, happening, in 

operation. 
 up to – denoting a maximum amount. 
 make clear – explain, clarify, elucidate. 
 in charge – responsible for, in control of, at the 

helm of. 
 find one’s feet – adapt, become accustomed, 

adjust, get used. 
 regardless of – despite, notwithstanding, in spite 

of. 
 take into consideration – take into account, 

consider, regard. 
 in order to – with the purpose/aim of. 
 go counter to – to be the opposite of something. 
 go out of the window/door – disappear, no longer 

exist. 
 win the day – be successful. 
 lay the groundwork – arrange, organize, draw up, 

prepare (the foundation/basis for something). 
 by no means – not at all, in no way, certainly not, 

absolutely not, definitely not. 
 at one go – in one attempt. 
 fall short of – fail to meet/reach; be 

deficient/inadequate/insufficient. 
 come in the way of – prevent, oppose, defy. 
 under control – able to be dealt with successfully. 
 take the lead – to take charge of something; to be 

responsible for something. 
 due to – because of, owing to, on account of, as a 

result of. 
 pave the way for – clear the way for, make 

preparations for, put things in order for. 
 at stake – at issue, at risk; or in question. 
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 hold the edge – have a slight advantage. 
 emerge second-best – be defeated (in a 

competition). 
 cut to the present – come (back) to the present 

time. 
 at large – as a whole, generally, extensively. 
 strike a note – express/communicate, call/bring to 

mind, cite. 
 better than – more than. 
 beyond the horizon – beyond what one is able to 

see/anticipate; so far away/ahead that one cannot 
see. 

 at present – at the moment, (just) now, at this 
time. 

 line up against – oppose, object, be against, be in 
opposition to. 

 beg the question – raise a point; invite question. 
 dying days – last days. 
 play a part/role – contribute to, be instrumental 

in, be a factor in. 
 and the like – and other similar things; and etc. 
 ways and means – methods and resources to do 

something successfully. 
 by far – much, very much, considerably, markedly. 
 at hand – nearby, around, on the doorstep; 

forthcoming, about to happen, just around the 
corner. 

 draw attention to – emphasize, highlight, 
underscore; focus on. 

 of course – certainly, definitely, absolutely; 
obviously, clearly. 

 in the interests of – for the benefit/advantage of. 
 in the absence of – without. 
 bring into someone’s attention – to make 

someone aware of something. 
 as a whole – all together, as a group, in general. 
 to begin with – at first, at the outset, at the 

beginning. 
 in the course of – during, in the process of, in the 

time of. 
 in the long run – eventually, in the end, ultimately. 
 take advantage of – make use of, utilize, capitalize 

on, benefit from. 
 make public – announce, communicate, make 

known, disseminate. 
 so far – until now, up to the present, up to this 

point. 
 in fact – actually, really, as a matter of fact. 
 under way – in progress, happening, occurring, 

taking place. 
 speak up – to express one’s opinion (in 

support/against someone/something) openly. 
 set one’s face against – be against, object to, be in 

opposition to, disagree with. 
 PHRASAL VERBS 

 beat down – wear down, tire down, overcome, 
overpower, destroy (someone slowly/gradually to 
the point of surrender/defeat). 

 face down – stand up to, confront, defy, stare 
down, overawe, intimidate, browbeat. 

 put down – suppress, put an end to, crush, quash, 
quell, overthrow. 

 predicate on/upon – base, be dependent, found, 
establish, premise. 

 roll out – launch, introduce, organize, inaugurate 
(something officially). 

 wind down – come to an end, draw to a close, 
wind up, close down. 

 bring in – introduce, present, initiate, propose. 

 harp on – talk or write/complain continuously and 
lengthy on a particular subject. 

 pan out – turn out, result, come out, develop. 
 carry over – retain something and continue it to 

exist or apply in the new situation. 
 factor in – take into account, take into 

consideration, consider, regard. 
 hold back – stop, discontinue, withhold; restrict, 

restrain, block. 
 rein in – to control, restrain, restrict, limit 

someone/something. 
 wish away – to desire or hope that a problematic 

issue or situation will disappear without (you) 
doing anything about it. 
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 wipe out – eliminate, abolish, remove 
(completely). 

 bow to – give in, give way, yield, submit, 
surrender, capitulate, adhere, conform. 

 drag on – continue, keep going, go on 
boringly/tediously. 

 run up – accumulate, accrue, amass, collect, 
gather. 

 face up to – deal with, tackle, confront (a difficult 
situation). 

 drive away – make or force someone to go 
way/stay away from something. 

 weigh in – to have influence (in a decision/ 
discussion/plan/argument/activity); be important 
to, carry weight, make an impression on, make a 
strong contribution to. 

 swear in – admit into office, inaugurate, introduce 
(into office). 

 step up – speed up, increase, accelerate, quicken. 
 point out – identify, mention, indicate, draw 

attention to. 
 go beyond – to go past something, exceed, 

surpass. 
 go through – undergo, experience, be subjected 

to, live through. 
 bring back – start doing something again; cause 

something to return to; reintroduce. 
 call for – require, publicly ask/necessitate, 

demand. 
 live up to – satisfy, fulfil, achieve, meet. 
 scale down – reduce, lower, decrease. 
 set out – present, describe, set forth. 
 embark on – start, begin, initiate/commence. 
 take over – assume control of, take control of, 

assume responsibility for. 
 end up – come/appear, find oneself (to a 

particular course of action in the end). 
 account for – constitute, comprise, form, 

represent. 
 slow down – reduce, lessen decrease (one’s 

activity). 
 pull in – succeed in obtaining something. 
 go by – follow, observe, abide by. 

 set aside – disregard, put aside, ignore, forget, 
shrug off. 

 move along – progress (along). 
 move away from – change/alter one’s 

ideas/beliefs/views and so. 
 keep up – continue, carry on with, maintain. 
 bring about – cause, produce, give rise to. 
 gear up – prepare, ready, prime. 
 step in – act, take action, become involved, get 

involved. 
 step out – leave a building/place for a short period 

of time. 
 move on – leave & start doing something new. 
 open up – create (a new opportunity or 

possibility). 
 come up with – produce, put forward, 

present/submit. 
 give in – capitulate, surrender, yield, submit, 

comply. 
 go ahead – to proceed, to continue to do 

something, to start/begin to do something. 
 turn out – transpire, emerge; happen. 
 push through – to make a plan to put something 

into use as quickly as possible. 
 carry out – conduct, perform, implement, execute 

bring about. 
 come across – seem, appear, look. 
 put out – issue, publish, release, make public, 

publicize. 
 move forward – progress, make progress, 

advance. 
 speed up – accelerate, expedite, hurry up. 
 mask up – to wear a mask (face covering). 
 push back – force back, repel, fight off. 
 strike down – abolish, annul, nullify (a law or 

regulation). 
 result in – cause, bring on, bring about, call forth, 

give rise to. 
 call upon – demand, require, ask formally. 


